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Trade and Navigation. 


ConTainio 


A Relation of the Author's Diſcoveries" 
on the Nymph-Fiſhing-Bank, near the South 
Coaſt of Ireland; with a curious Map, inclu- 
ding the Nymph-Bank, not heretofore extant 
in our Sea-Charts : Remarks on the Dutch, 
and other Foreign Fiſheries : And Means pro- 
poſed for Rendering our Own ſucceſsful. 


Moſt humbly Inſcrib'd to the 


LEGISLATURE of IRELAND. 
By WILLIAM DOYLE, Hydrographar, ® 
DN FF: 3 


E by R. RR IIL L v, on Cork-Hzll, for ths 
Av THOR, M, DCC, XXXIX. | 
4 
4 | 3 98 


FOE 3 ö 
4 2 * TY 

* Bol 
ten bp q ** 


AY Þ} 
and Y2O}AT *% 
E FLANUEOL , 


ae, e, 7 R 8 ö 1 
ee ogy t f Dj} Sy. 7 70 777 
92 


e, , 


gnupg dev! 


e. 


L ue, 20% 11} 0 1/54 Tae. 235 
Ay as e - eee, | 
hoc dog = A eb e eee 


& 
þ " #4 « 4b 143 yu 14, 71. 3 N. 
EE 12/7240 NVA HdNXN⸗ ö 2 v eee iu Di. ö \ 
eee GNVINAHTAN 24 
ILY NVNS. Jo 2444 222 INV THMTY 8 


It |] VA 


. 247 
WEL. 66. anon fre Yu 
n eb. ts 2709p NY. 

| oe dp 1-4 gt —_ 0 UO WAL pg Hg P e . ' 
1 . i- fo ma. N 1: 4 

WY HY E AI Opin YY IL) b ea 

| Zuber. ee e -e, weownys 9 1 
* WL . e M pp ron rg are \ / 

| 5 W KN 2Y/ | 


Ko NVA T 


by | 


5 N hu = 
Hue 2 


q NVITIAAuIT 


pY*H FAY 
> vpaybatg = 
bo m, 


e 


— 


my A 


* 1 
s %*Þ 
bt; as - 
be, , 
 _A_— | 
N © 
Ma 
- 4 17 * — 
= 
= 1D — 
. 1 } 1 
. 
N 
BL 
. _ 
*T2 A 
1 ; 


'To EVERY 


IWELL- WISHER 


6 


Trade and Navigation. 


81 Ry 

b | F we conſider the Natural Site of the Britiſʒh 
and Jriſb Seas, and the Advantage that, by 
| 149 Fiſhing in the fame, is daily made — Strangers, 


it cannot then be doubted, were our Fiſheries duely 
|. encouraged, and induſtriouſly followed by the Na- 
tives of theſe Kingdoms, the ſame, without Injuſtice 
to any State or People, might be made the moſt 
flouriſhing in the known World. The Premiſles 
conſidered, it maketh for our Diſgrace, that God and 
Nature offering us ſo great a Treaſure, even at our 
own Doors, we do notwithſtanding neglect the Be- 
nefit thereof: Inſomuch, for want of Induſtry and 
Care in this Particular, a great many Fiſhing- Towns 
are reduced to great Poverty; whereas, on the con- 
trary, by a right Uſe of ſuch a Bleſſing, we might 
repair thoſe decayed Towns, and add Strength and 
Reiches to our Country. 
I now, Sir, proceed, at the erect Deſire of cer- 
tain Well-wiſhers to Trade and Navigation, and to 
the Fiſheries of Great Britain and Ireland, to add a 
few Words to the Account already publiſhed in my 
Maps of the dangerous Bay of Tramore, and of the 
ii | ohh of Waierford and nes and Sea Coaſd 
1 | : E l * f to 
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to them adjacent, of a Fiſhing-Bank now named the 
Nymphb"Bank, about eleven Leagues S. S. E. from 
the High Land of Dungar van. For, Sir, in order 
to render the ſaid Maps as uſeful as poffible; as well 

by deſcribing the ſaid Bank, as taking the perſpective 
Views of the Land from it, and other Stations di- 
ſtant from the Shore, withal to ſet the Tides and Cur- © 
rents, and determine the Variation of the magnetical 
Needle, and whatever reſpecting the Fiſhery on the. 
faid Bank, might be uſeful to the preſent and future 
Ages; I fay, Sir, for the deſirable End aforeſaid, * 
my ow Surveying-Boat being too little for a diſtant 
Expedition, upon Application to Henry Maſon Eſlqza © 
a Gentleman always ready to promote whatever might Y 
be uſeful and beneficial to his Country, who had the 
Goodneſs to accomodate me with his Pleaſure- boat of 
about twelve Tunns, very compleat for the Purpoſe; 

her Name the Bank now bears; and having on Board 
ſeven Men, at Midnight, (Ju 15th, 1736.) I ar- 


. rived on the ſaid Bank; and then and there anchor- | 
ing in 39 Fathom Water, the Ground ſmall Pebble 
106 * Stones, intermixt with Cockle and other Shells; we 
inſtantly applied our ſelves to Fiſhing, and found a 
wonderful Affluence of Fiſh, fuch was the Number 

of excellent large well-ted Cod, Hake and Ling, 

Reas or Schetes @ a monſtrous Size, Bream, White: 

ing, Red Gurngt, and other Fiſh, as to me (tho' I } - 

have been fiſhing on the Banks of New-foundland and | 

Nero. England) ſeemed wonderful; I never ſaw equal! 

or better Diverſion, and I think it very extraordinary, | 

chat a Bank fo near the Land as eleven Leagues, and | 

SPS - its Dimenſions unknown, ſhould have been many Þ - « 

Ages neglected, having withal ſo many Ports adja- Þ ] 

cent to it. Had the induſtrious Hollanders fo great | 

a Bleſſing near them, they would have drawn im- t 

5 menſe Advantages from it. But I return, Sir, to 1 

our Fiſhery: In ſix Hours we filled our Fiſh-room 7 

with Cod, Hake and Ling alone, and all Parts of f. 

the Boats with other Fiſh ; as for the monſtrous Reas 2 


over Board, they would in Eng- x 
land 5 1 


they were thrown 


* 
3 
> 


* N 


land, France or Holland, have yielded very co 
able; we continued on the Bank twelve Hours, du- 
ring which time I ſet the Tides, took the Views of 
the Land, and in this and the following Voyage, 
found the Variation of the magnetical Needle, as is 


fully expreſſed in the ſaid Maps, to which the Curious 


referred; being full freighted with Fiſh, and as well 
pleaſed as tired with fiſhing, weighed Anchor, and 
after a Voyage of 36 Hours, arrived at Paſſage with- 
our Fiſh in very good Order, and to the Surprize of 
many, as well for the Novelty of the Voyage as the 
Excellency and Number of our Fiſh—— Such was 
the Satisfaction of the firſt, that I ſoon determined 
on a ſecond Voyage, in order in different Places to 
make Obſervations, as well Weftward as Southward 
of the firſt Station; for this Purpoſe, Voluntiers 
readily offered themſelves ; the Profits of the firſt 
was Encouragement for a ſecond Voyage, in the Exe- 
cution of which, between the High Land of Daz- 
garvan and the ſaid Bank, we frequently founded, 
the deepeſt Water was 43 Fathom ſandy Ground, 


but no Fiſh ; at length continuing our Courſe ' 


I rw 


the ſame Ground, and very good Fiſhing ; and the 
= Suftinence muſt needs be very good, and in 
Plenty, where ſuch prodigious Sholes abound. - Anda 
from the Premiſes it may reaſonably be inferred, 3 


round. Eh | | 
The Dimenſions of it is not yet fully known ; 


S. S. V. arrived on the Bank, found 38 Fathom 


ſmall Pebble Stones, and Cockle and other Shells; 


this was on the Edge of the Bank which I conceive 
to be ten or eleven Leagues from the Shore In 
various Places I made Experiments, ſometimes Weſt- 
Ward, again South Eaſt of the firft Station, till by a 


good Obſervation of the Sun, having a clear Horizon, 
I found myfelf in the Latitude of 514. 20m. at leaſt 
fifteen Leagues from the Land; in all Places I had 


that the Fiſh continue on this Bank all the Year 


* 
* 


ſome pretend it extends far Weſtward of Treland, 
and *tis believed by others, that it joins that of New- 
K A foundland © 
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Frrnlend This is N 1 — future 
Experiments may produce Effets conducive to the 
Public Good. For the Satisfaction of the Curious, 


IT ſhall add the following Centificates, which are wy 5 
to be A 


( 


| E; the under-written Perſons, having, in the. 
Moth of July," 1736. made a Voyage in the 
Nymph-Pleaſure-Boat, with Mr. William Doyle, 
Hidrographer, to a Fiſbing-Bant now named the 
Nymph-Bank, which we conceive to be about 10 or © 
41 Leagues S. S. E. from the High Land of Dungar- © 
van; on which Bank coming to an Anchor in 38 Fathom 
Water, the Ground ſmall Pebble Stones intermixt with 
Cockle and other Shells, about Midnight we applied 
our ſelves to Fiſhing ; when and where we ſufficiently 
experienced, that -the ſaid Bank abounds with very 
large well. fed Cod, Hake and Ling, having in about fix 
Hours Time compleatly filled the Well. Room of the ſaid 
Boat, with the ſaid mentioned Fiſh. We likewiſe 
caught fine large Red Gurnet, Whiting, Bream, and 
ods Fiſh, with Reas or Schetes of a monſtrous Size, 
Which for want of Room we threw overboad : the reſt 
of the Fiſh, after a Voyage of about thirty fix Hours, 
ave brought to Paſſage in the River of Waterford, in 
very good Order; as is ſufficiently known to many o 
the Inhabitants of that Place. And from the Nature 
of the Ground, and other Circumſtances (as to the | 
Extent of the | ſaid Bank as yet unknown) we verily * 
Believe that the Fiſh continue on the ſame all the Year 
round, there being probably proportional Suſtinence for: 
ben. And we humbly conceive, were a Fiſhery eftab- © 
liſhed on the ſaid Bank, and the Sea-Coaſt adjacent, © 
| and carried on under a proper Direction, in ſtrong Well. 
Boats, and other Decked Veſſels fit to bear or brook | 
tempeſtuous Seas, that the ſame would be very beneficial © 
10 the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland. In 
l * ihe Ti * e what is alovecwritien, we 


bave 


 _—— 


18 


M"nmPWWwHS a v tf, Act any => 


"091 
have hereunto ſet our Hands, and are ready to mate 
Oath of the fame pant Dated at Paſſage, 
December 2. 1738. 
Paul Mccarty, Pilot of the Portion Man ff 
War. Maurice Lacy, F. Herman. 


| JI Hereas Mr. William Doyle bas lately 3 a” 
B Survey of the Coaſt and Harbour of Waterford, 
3 and made a "Chart or Map of the ſame, this is there- 
= fore to certify, that upon ſtrict Enquiry from thoſe who. 
are beſt ſkilled in theſe Matters, we. find that the ſaid 
Survey is exactly made, and that the Chart or Map © 
2 thereof is well and faithfully executed, according to 
2 the Rules of Art. And whereas, in Proſecution of 
= this Work, the ſaid Doyle has diſcovered a Bank at 
Sea, at no greater Diſtance than about eleven Leagues 
from the Coaſt, whereon great Quantities of Fiſh, ſuch 
42 Cod, Hake and Ling, have been taken by him and 
= others, we are of Opinion, That if proper Means 
were made Uſe of to promote a Fiſhery on the ſaid Bank, 
2 the ſame might turn much to the Advantage of the 
2 Publick, as well as particular 2 - Given 
under our Hands, at Waterford, this 2d of Decem- 
ber, 1738. 

IT . Waterford and Liſmore, Lord Biſhop. Hugh 
Bolton, Dean of Waterford. Alexander Alcock, 
Dean of Liſmore. S. Vaſhon, Mayor. W. Dob- 
byn and C. Bolton, Sheriffs. 

Thomas Chriſtmas Repreſentative in Parliament. 
William Alcock, Alexander Boyd, Aland Ma- 
ſon, Chriſtmas Paul, Z/qs; Simon Newport 

and William Morgan, Aldermen. John Barker, 
Arthur Taylor and Thomas Alcock, Gentlemen 
of the Common Council. Adam Hordon, ate 
Maſter af His Majeſty's Ship Succeſs, ſome Years 
under the Command of C "ne ene 9 | 

ed on this Coaſt, _ | 

JE the under-written Perſps, a ling at Paſſage, 


in the Month of July, 1736. do hereby declare, 
at Mr. William Doyle, and others with him, did, 


2 

cy 
x: 
— 


| 9 ]? 
in He Nyriph-Pleafure- Boar, import into the ſaid Port 
of. Paſlage, in the Harbour of Waterford, a Quantity 
of Cod, Hake, Ling, and other choice Fi 72 which was 
partaked of by us and others, as they ſaid, from a 
Fiſhing-Bank about eleven Leagues from the Highland 
of ee and, according to their Report of the 
ſaid Bank, and our own Experience of the Sea-Coaſt 
athacent, we verily believe, were a Fiſhery eſtabliſbed 
thereon, with Well. Boats and other proper Veſſels, and 
under proper Directions, that the ſame might be very 
Beneficial to Great Britain and Ireland. Witneſs our 
Hands, at Portſmouth-Harbour, this 8th Day of De- 
cember, 1739 
William e, Lieutenant of His Majeſty*s Sloop 
Hound. William Conn, Gunner. William Ca- 
rey Fun. Pilot. John Carey, Midſhipman. Wil- 
ham Fowle, Steward. John Mahony, Hugh 


Burn, Henry Fiſher, Jacob Baſway, William 1 | 


Eads, Thomas Seward, John Doyle, John Mon- 
1 'H ugh Burn, John Power, Richard Den- 
ſon, Martin Tubrid, John Woodburn, Felix 4 
"  Nayle, John Eads and Peter n Sailors and | 
Flißbernen. AY 


© The two laft on, That fince the above Date, they | 
bal been fiſhing on the Nymph-Bank, with good Suc- | 3 
ceſs, as does James Whelane, late of His Majeſiy*s | 
Ship Lively; and that, in about thirty five Futbom | 
Water, on the Eaſtern Edge of the Nymph-Bank, * 
eobich be conceives to be about eleven Leagues due South | 
From the Tower of Waterford, the Ground Ouzie, in- 
\  Zermixt with Cockle and - other Spells; and believes, 3 

from the Largeneſs of the Cod, and other Circumſtan- F 

ces, that they continue there all the Year round. Y 
Lieutenant John Davies, late of His Majeſty*s Ship 
Lively; Barns Wheelright, Midſbipman; Tobias 


Lanyon, Clerk; Richard Loyd, Dactor; James Bon- 
ney, Carpenter, and Edward Montfort, Mate, have 
certified the Matters contained in the above Certificate, 
; weedleſs to be repeated in this place, | 
„ | 7 John 


0 


y John Cherry, late Mariner an board His Majeſty's 
X = © $hjp Lively, whereon I was impreſſed in the Montb 
ef April loft, out of the Ship Hibernia, Thomas 
= Eyles Commander, from New York and Ivice, and 
' bound to the City of Waterford, do declare, That 
> having made Cape Clear in Ireland, we fell in with 
about fifty Sail of large two Maſk French Fiſhing- 
Vilſels, who were driving with Nets; one of theſe I 
* went on board, which had her Nets extended near a 
* Mile, and I paid a Shilling for three Mackrel : This 
= 7 efſel had a Deck, and was about forty Tunns, as ge- 
2? "erally the reſt doubtleſs were, appearing about the ſame 
* Burthen, having thirty five Hands, was about three 
Leagues from the Land; and it is ſuppoſed by them, 
2 that the Bank extends Weſtward of the Cape: They 
* alſo fiſhed with Lines for Cod, Hake and Ling. Wit- 
= eſs my Hand, in London, December 3oth, 1738. 
1 e , Iuohn Cherry. 
Preſuming theſe Certificates ſufficient to convince 
any reaſonable Perſon, of the Verity of my Relation 
of the Nymph-Bank, and the Sea-Coalſts adjacent; it 
therefore remains to ſhew, how a Fiſhery on the ſame 
may be put in Execution: In order to which, as I 
J 7 relided ſome Years amongſt the Hollanders, I ſhall 
= briefly relate the Obſervations I made, concerning 
their Cfconomy in reſpe& to their Fiſheries; with 
M XZ ſome Account of their laudable Induſtry ; which 
may be an Incentive to the Britiſh and Iriſb Fiſher- 
men, in due time to partake of equal Advantages. 
The Hollanders employ at leaſt 1800 Herring- 
Buſſes, having on board them Men, Women and 
Children; they carry with them Stock of good Sea- 
Proviſions, Plenty of Salt and Barrels; they ſalt 
their Fiſh the Moment it is taken, and in a manner 
alive; theſe Buſſes are large, ſtrong, well- fitted, and 
n capable to bear tempeſtuous Weather, wherewith 
even in the Summer-Seaſon they often encounter. In- 
ſtead of attending the Herrings on the Coaſt and in 
the Harbours, they go and meet them at Sea in in- 
FEE | numerable 
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ES Shoales or Scholes, at which time they, are 
in the greateſt Perfection: By Ordinance of the State, 
the Buſſes are under the Deco of Commandores 
who are the-experteſt Fiſhermen, nor dare they at an 
Anchor or Lying too, caſt their Nets, till Mzid/um- 
mer- Day ; the Fiſhery then commencing is called the 
Summer-Fiſnery, which continues till the latter Ed 


of 'Auguſt ; they do not commonly come to Har- 
bour, but continue at Sea, and other Veſſels are em- > | 
ployed in bringing Salt, Barrels, Fc. and carrying | 
home the Herrings, which, immediately after land- 
ing, is carefully waſhed and re-pact with choice good 
Salt, in branded Caſks of different Sizes; the Pac- * . 
kers are ſworn and paid by the Magiſtrates ; and the , 
extraordinary Method of Curing, renders the Dutch | 
-Herrings preferable to all others. 'The Winter- '$ : 
Seaſon commences at Michaeimas, and continues till 
the Middle of November; during this Seaſon the 8 
Hollanders purſue. the Sholes on the Britiſh Shore, 5 
even from Shetland to North Britain, and Southward ſtt 
to Thames Mouth : Beſides 700 Strand-Boats, 800 1 
Evars and Sullets, they have as - leaſt 800 Doyer or t 


\Well-Boats, above 100 Tuns each, which fiſh on T7, 
the Coaſts of Great Britain for Cod and Ling only; #; 

they alſo employ ſeveral hundred {mall Boats on and v 

about the Coaſts of Yarmouth, and fell their Herring 
to the Engliſh for ready Money : at the Ferro Iſlands 
and 7 2 they employ many Doggers on the Cod- 
Fiſhery, the like all over the North Seas, and by 3 
killing Seals or Sea-Dogs, they make profitable 
Voyages; add to theſe. at leaſt. 200 Sail of great 


Ships, annually employed in the Whale-Fiſheries 7 


at the Streigbts of David, and on the Coaſts of 
 Greenlond. . 1 
The Number of F iſhing-Ships employ a great n 
many Men, they breed the ableſt Sailors, and by © 
[theſe the Dutch ſupply their Voyages to all Parts, 1 Ar 
that they are become as it were the Citizens of the 
World: By the Number of their Ships and Mari- 
oo; 22 3 their Trade occaſioned oy by their | 


a * | : Fi ſhing, 5 
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home, but many times have gloriouſly repelled fo- 
reign Invaſions : The Beauty and Strength of their 
Cities is inferior to none, and numberlefs are their 
Havens, whereon they have laid out on ſome 30, 40, 
and others above 100,000 J. Sterl. On their Fortifi- 
cations alſo prodigious Sums of Money ; and theſe 
may be compared to any whatever; all which is ori- 
ginally flowing from the Bounty of the Sea, from 


3 * whence, by their commendable Induſtry, they derive 


their Wealth and Safety: Their Greatneſs in the 
Eaſt and Weſt-Indies in many Places, whereof they 
are become Lords of the Sea-Coaſt, and have like- 
wile fortified- on the Main, where the Kings and Peo- 


b ple (eſpecially 1 in the Eaſt-Indies) are at their Devo- 


tion; and more than all this, the Neighbouring Prin- 


ces in their Differences, by Reaſon of their Power at 


Sea, are glad to have them of their Party: More- 


over, how mightily is the Public Revenue and Cu- 
ſtoms of Holland increaſed by their Fiſhing ? As for 


Licences, Waftage, and Laſtage, which is paid to 


the State for Cuſtom of Herring and other Salt-Fiſh, 
we are likewiſe to know, that great Part of their Fiſh 
4 is fold in other Countries for ready Money, for 
9 which they Dring home. the fineſt Gold and Silver 5 


5 22 their own —— which is not a ſmall Means 
of augmenting their public Treaſure. As touching 
their private Wealth, if we conſider the abundant 


4 Store of Herring, and other Fiſh by them taken, 
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e conclude the Gain thereof, made by private Men, 
uſt needs be very great; for this Trade of F iſhing, 


q Employing ſo many Men and Ships at Sea, muſt ne- 


reſſarily maintain as great a Number of Tradeſmen 
d Artizens on Land, as Spinners, and Rope- 


* 1akers, Twine for Nets and Lines, Weavers to 
make Sail-cloth, Packers, Tollers, Dreſſers, and 


Couchers to make the Herrings lawful Merchandize 


lakers, Lightermen, and Labourers for carrying 
B 


9 ; 
Fiſhing, they Rense 2 fortified themſelves at 


Tanners to tan their Sails and Nets, Coopers, Block- 


aud 


** 
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18 * 
and removing their Fiſh, Carpenters, Smiths, Slüp⸗ 
* Carmen, Brewers, Bakers, and many others, 


too long to enumerate in this Pines, beſides the 


Maintenance of their Wives, Children and Families: 
Moreover, any Man or Maid- Servant, or Orphan, 


having any poor Stock, may venture the fame in 
their Fiſbing- Voyages, which ordinarily affords thgem 
great Increate, and is duly paid according to the Pro- 


portion of their Gain. 


Holland affords little, as its natural Produce, be-. 


fides Butter and Cheeſe, yet, by Means of their Fiſhe- F 


ries, aboundeth, in a pleritiful Manner, with all kind 


of Proviſions, as Corn, Beef, Mutton, and all other 
Necefſfaries of Life; and for Luxury, Wines, Silks, 


Spices, &c. and for Defence, in all manner of Arms . £ 


and Ammunition, in Pitch, Tar, Timber, and Iron 


for Shipping; all which they not only have in abun- F 


dance for their own Uſe, but, by Means of their Im- 


port and Export, may be faid to be the Magazine of 4 


the whole World. 


Amongſt the Holland Buſſes, two or more, accord- 
ing to their Situation and Number of the experteſt PD 
Fiſhermen, are appointed to guide the reſt, who are 
bound to follow them, and caſt their Lines and Nets F 
according, to theirDire&ion ; whereas every one of us 


acts as he pleaſes : The HollandersAet out in Fune to 


find the Schole of Fiſh, and having found, keep with F 
it till November, and many times longer, as it may £4 
happen ; whereas we ſtay till the Herrings come to 
our Roads and Harbours, and ſometimes for want 


of a good look out, miſs them: Our Herring-Fiſhery * 


continues about ten Weeks, and their's fix Months. 


The Holland- Buſſes are large, ſtrong, and well-fitted ; 


and our Boats are ſmall, thin-fided, and open, ind 7 


coniequently unfit for diſtant F iſhing : The Hellanders 1 
are induſtrious, and when diſcharged of their Lading, f 


immediately put forth for more, and ſeek for Markets 
abroad as well as at home; whereas our F iſhermen, 
after they have been once at Sea, ſeldom go again, 
on ney for their Web is ſpent, and 3 in 
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pars ſeck to We the 3 The Hollanders 

have certain Merchants, who, during the Herring- 
Seaſon, come to the Place where the Buſſes and Veſ- 

ſels by them laden uſually arrive; theſe joining in 
1 Company, preſently agree for the Ladings of twenty, 
thirty, or forty Buſſes at a time; ſo being diſcharged, 

1 immediately ſet out to their former Stations for Fifh- 
ing, whilſt our Fiſhermen are uncertain of their Chap- 
men, and ſpend much Time in ſelling their Fiſh : It 
were to be wiſhed, that theſe and many other Effects 
were taken into Conſideration, and Orders made a- 
A greeable to the Plan of the Hollanders, to make our 
7 Fiſheries more proſperous and ſucceſsful. It has been 
already ſhewn, that we are poſſeſſed of greater Ad- 
1 ams than any People, or particular Companies, 
1 or private Perſons, for Fiſhing, and afterwards for 
; T <xporting our Fiſh to foreign Markets : We then 
- = ug to ſet our Hearts and Hands effectually to work; 

1 and by a frugal and induſtrious Management of A. 
fairs, we may, in a few Years, become Maſters of 
„ I the F iſhing- Trade, as well in the Northern as Weſtern 
Seas. Great is the Example which the Hollanders hath 
co 

s 


et us; and if upon their Plan we could act, with 
» ſuch Improvements and Advantages as our happy Si- 
tuation inviteth us unto, we might ſoon atchieve 
6 A iin che to our King and Government, and, as it is ſaid 


1 in the Introduction, become the moſt flouriſhing Na- 
y tion in the whole World. 
0 4 The learned Sir John Burrougs, in his Sovereignty 


nt | ; of the Britiſh Seas, demonſtratively affirms, Page 140, 
3 hat the yearly Value of Fiſh taken by Strangers in 


0 J is Time upon our Coaſts, amounted to at leaft 
= — 0001. Sterling : From whoſe Authority, and 
d Frhat is before ſaid, great is the Advantage of Fiſhing 


4 in the Northern Seas; the like may be affirmed of 
3 che en of Ireland, and the Nymph-Bank adja- 
t. becauſe on them, and the other, as is already 
1 —— 5 there is an 'inexhauſtible Store of the beft 
1 ort of Fiſh ; and were Well- boats employed on theſe 
3: FFilherics, the great bs City of Briſtol, whe x 
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thoſe of Bath, Glocefter, . — 2 the Towns 7 
Taunton, Tiverton, Bridgwater, Minehead, and all 
the Places ſituate on the River Severn and —— | A 2 
to it, might be ſupplied with Fiſh cheap and plenty, 
to the great Benefit of the numerous Manufacturers 
inhabiting the ſame; and the like Advantage would 
accrue to Cork, Kinſale, Youghal, Waterford, the * 
great and populous City of Dublin, the Coaſt of 
Wales, Liverpool, Cheſter, and many Places in the 
Inland Parts of both Kingdoms. For in Reſpect of 
the Situation of the Nymph-Bank, it is evident all the 7? 
fine Harbours on the South of Ireland are contiguous Þ 
thereto ; the City of Dublin, as alſo Biddiford, Barn- e 

ſtaple, and the Welch Coaſt exceed not thirty; Briſtol 

ſixty; Liverpool and Cheſter ſeventy Leagues Diſtance ti 
from it; So that in caſe a Fiſhery were eſtabliſhed on 
that Bank, numerous are the Places as well for Sale 
of Fiſh ſalt or freſh, or drying it in Ports of Safety, 
as alſo exporting the ſame to Portugal, Spain, and 
other Markets, preferably, cheaper, and ſooner than 
can be done from any other Bank or Coaſt whatever. 
Notwithſtanding the happy Situation of the Mmpb- 

Bank, by Reaſon of the Ignorance and Poverty (noet 
to ſpeak of the Indolence) of the Iriſh Fiſhermen on 
the adjacent Coaſt, very little compared to the Benefit 
that might, has been drawn from it: For e People 9 6 
are not only generally unſkilful in the Art of Navi- 
gation, but their Boats are open, thin-ſided, and un-. 
Ht to bear or brook tempeſtuous Seas : The Terror ⁵ 
of which, and driving beyond their Knowledge, hath * 
been an gil. Impediment to the Progreſs, which 
might have long ſince be made. Well-boats ſtout 
and ſtrong, ſuch as are employed by the Hollanders 

in the Northern Seas, might be built in Ireland, and 
all the Weſtern Ports of England and Wales, where 1 
Timber and other Materials for Shipping are reaſon- 
able: Ireland abounds not only with all Fiſhing- Geer, 8 
but expert Mariners, and other hardy and able Men, 
where allo Proviſions and Cloathing for them are to 

be had exceeding cheap. So that were a Fiſhing- | 
Company | 


> + +4 


mn 
J Company -erefted” in theſe Parts, (under proper Ret 

gulations, and enjoying, particular Privileges) not 
© | 1 Fabel private Perſons from Fiſhing, as they fee 
fit, doubtleſs a Fiſhery might be carried on at that 


1 
l i 


8 f Faul. and on the Sea-Coaſt adjacent, preferable (for 
y , che many Reaſons here alledged, with others in Re- 
2 750 to any Company which ever hath, or ever can 
f pe eſtabliſhed the Auſtrian Netherlands, or elſewhere: 
EC 6 he Premiſes. duly conſidered, great Benefit would 
f by this Means accrue to His Majeſty” s Revenue in 
e reas Britain and Ireland; and likewiſe to no leſs 
3 chan the Artizens of 32 different Trades which are 
employed on Land, in the various Manufactures and 
3 e requiſite to a Fiſhery z and be, at the ſame 


time, a Nurſery of hardy and able Sailors, ſo much 


n wanted in theſe Kingdoms, as well for Defence as  Sup- 
le port of Navigation. 
75 The great Sir William 7 enple, in his Eſſay upon 


d F oe Advancement of Trade in Ireland, written at 


n Pull, July 22d, 1673. to the Earl of Eſſex, then | 


Lord Lieutenant of this Kingdom, ſaith as follows: 
3 The Fiſhing in Ireland might prove a Mine under 
1 + Water, as rich as any under Ground, if it were im-= 
proved to the vaſt Advantages it is capable of, and 
£ that we fee it raiſed to in other Countries: But *tis 
. 1 under ſo great a Want of People, and 
x 3 L Mes of all things neceſſary to Life, throughout 


n. the Country, which are, in all Places, invincible Ene⸗ 
Or mies to Induſtry and Improvements. : 
. While theſe continue, I know no way of 'advan= 


1 ceing this Trade to any conſiderable degree, unleſs it 
be by erecting four Companies of Fiſhery, one in 
each Province; into which every Man that enters, 
„ ſhall bring a certain Capital, and receive a propor- 
1 tional Share of Gain or Loſs, and have a propor- 
tional Voice in the Election of a Preſident to Count 


r, | cil, by whom the whole Bufineſs 1 in each Province 
. FE ſhall be managed. x 
to 1 It unto each of theſe Companies the King, or 


|< Sal Lieutenan t, would enter into a conſiderable 
Share 
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; e Share at firſt, towards building ſuch a Number of | 
Boats and Buſſes, as each Company could kl 


£ manage, it would be an Encoura 


gement both of | 
Honour and Advantage. 


* unuſual Payments to the Public, in Favour of fuch EF | 
* as brought in a Proportion, to a certain heighth, 
© into the Stock of the Fiſhery : Nay, it ſeems a 


rr 
Crown, both as to the improving the Riches of this 1 
* Kingdom, and impairing the mighty Gains of his , 
Neighbours, by this Trade, that, perhaps, there 
if an Act were made, that none 


s were no Hurt, 2 
* ſhould be capable of being choſen into a Parliament, 


© or Commiſſion of the Peace, who had not mani- 


< felted his Deſires of Advancing the Public Good, 
« by 


< and fo important a Trade. 
© reftors, to fall into the beſt Methods of Curing 1 
£ and Barrelh 


c into the higheſt and moſt general Credit; which, 
< with advancing the Seaſons all that can be, ſo as to 


£ find the firſt foreign Markets, will be a way to the 3 


0 greateſt and ſureſt Gains. 


In Holland there have been above thirty Placarts, 7 Nt 
< or Acts of State, concerning the Curing, Salting 
and Barrelling of Herrings alone, with ſuch Seve- BF 


ution of Penalties, | 


< rity in the Impoſicion and 
< that the Buſineſs is now grown into an habitual Skill, 
Care and Honeſty ; ſo as hardly any Example is 


0 ſeen, of failing in that Matter, or thereby impair- 


<-10g the general Credit of that Commodity among 
e or. in the foreign Market they ule.” BY. 
ad] 


Certain Privileges like- . - 
5 wiſe, or Immunities, might be granted from Charges 
* of Trouble or Expence, nay, from Taxes, and all 


entering in ſome certain Proportion into the VN 
Stock, and Companies of the Fiſhery ; ſince the 
* Greatneſs of the ane, and Application of the other, 
* ſeem the only preſent Means of improving ſo rich 
It will afterwards be the x 
* Buſineſs of the Companies themſelves, or their Di- Mot 


up all their Fiſh; and to ſee them ſo 
© exactly — as may bring all thoſe Quantities 
< of them, that ſhall be ſent abroad, or ſpent at home, 


15 : 
Had this Great and Good Man lived t to this time, 
| he would Have ſeen the good Effects of this Eſfay, as 


4 tional Improvements in the Trade of this Kingdom; 
4 and I conceive, the Benefits that might be drawn, had 
2 he Nymph- Fiſhing-Bank been known to him, would 
not have eſcaped his Judicious Pen. | 

But I proceed to ſhew, that it hath been objected, 
hat a Fiſhery eſtabliſhed on the Nymph- Bank, and 
1 the Coaſt adjacent, by means of the many Advan- 
tages there ſubſiſting, would be detrimental to our 
American Fiſheries: To theſe I wiſh all imaginable 
* roſperity 3 ; and to render them proſperous, the ready 
Way would be to prevent the Encroachments of Fo- 
» reigners on our Coaſts and Habours: But to that Ob- 
7 Jecken I reply, That it is very true the Advantages 
; pf Situation, Cheapneſs of Proviſions and Labour, 
Excoed all other Fiſheries in the known World; and 
to decline ſo great a Bleſſing (even at our own Doors) 
vould be moſt injurious to not only the poor Manu- 
Eurers, put to the Nobility and Gentry of theſe 
F ingdoms, who might be ſupplied with live Cod and 
other Fiſh, not only in the famous Metropolitan City 
S | L of London, but the opulent City of Briſtol, the Weſt 
0 4 of England and Wales, as well as Liverpool, Come, 
Publin, and the chief Cities of Ireland. 


e | 
e | 


0 4 could be ſpared ; ſo that alone being the Sort ex- 
Ee ported from America to Spain, Portugal, Italy, &c. 
8, 3 
e- | 8 
85 * 


A 


Treaty, to France, hath enabled theſe our Rivals to 


Should they be permitted to continue their Fiſhing 
ps well on the Nymph-Banktas the Triſh Coaſt and 


Britiſb- 


t relates to the Linen Manufacture, and other Na. 


So numerous are the Markets for live F iſh, and 
Fiſh juſt ſalted, that very little or no Cod, eſpecially, 


Y 1 ould not be injurious to the American Trade, which 
Pighly merits Encouragement and Protection. The 
8 NY e Ceſſion of Cape Britoon, by the Utrecht. 


Þnderſel our American Fiſhermen at foreign Markets. 
Harbours, which they now enjoy, thay might even 


Wut-do themſelves in the Cape Britoon Fiſhery, eſpe- 
oy as they don't permit ſo much as the Tail of a 
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dur Coaſts and Harbours, and at the Nymph- Bank © 
catch, and to the utter Ruin of our American F iſhe- 2 


that the City 


Bank, to ſupply and diſpatch the Market-boats with C | 
all. picked, choice, and the largeſt Fiſh ; and as the 


ſmart Gales, and conſequently, along the Britiſh Shore, Elk 


on reve . and, * 


h caught Fiſh to be leid in che Kingdom of PE 
France ; and it has been known, that whenever our 


' Fiſhing-Veſſels are, by Storms, drove on their Coaſt the 


and Harbours, their Fiſh muſt periſh, and the People fon 
are ſcarce treated with common Hoſpitality. Cape 80 
Britoon is the Bane of our Fiſheries in America; and May 
have we any Security, ſhould. Britains neglect theſe 4 

Advantages, that the French would not ſoon graſp \# 
them, and add 500 Sail to theſe already occupying 


TIES, under-ſell them at the afterſaid Markets? be 
I ſhall add, that the Nymph-Bank is fo happily ſi- 1 
tuated, as may fully appear by the Map, that the 
Wind cannot blay from any Point of the Compaſs, # 
but there may be had either a ſafe Harbour, or a good 2 
Market for Fiſh, particularly at the Places afore- men- B 
tioned: To which referring, I ſhall proceed to ſnew, 
of London may be far better net 
from the ſaid Bank, and Coaſt, with live Cod, and 
other excellent F iſh, than from the Doggar, or any 
other in the Northern Seas. Every Perſon that has | 
the leaſt Experience, will allow that generally, in theſe | Fc 

our Seas, the Wind blows from the Weſtern Board, Go 
at leaft two thirds, if not three Quarters of the Year; | 2 K 
which conſidered, and that the Well-boats would be 
all prime Sailors, which are deſigned to run with live | 
Fiſh to the London, Briſtol, or other Markets, theſe | 
would be generally laden from other Well-boats, 45 
which ſhould be almoſt conſtantly fiſhing on the 4 


Diſtance from that Bank to Graveſend is ſcarce. 150 © 
Leagues, having generally withall favourable and I 


ſmooth Water, without bruizing or waſting the Fiſh, I 
the Voyage may be very eaſily performed in three or 

four Days; whereas the Well: boats coming from the 3 | 
North Eaſtern Banks, are generally as many Weeks 


leans of the great. and 
cConſtant 


i s * | * 


of Moitation of the Sea, (the Fiſh much bruiſed and waſted: 
therefore referred to the Judicious, which Means of 


aſt e two is moſt eligible, and meriting Encouragment 
ple Mom the Public. Whenever a Well-boat may be nipt by 
pe Fpntrary Winds, and cannot get about Land, the fame 
nd ay obtain the Briſtol Market; and if not that, Dublin, 


Vverpool, Cheſter, or other places. If in the Channel there 
e ſome good Markets, more particularly Portſmouth, 
Where good Cod is a valuable Commodity, as it alſo is in 
*ather Ports of Safety; which, compared to the Difficulties 
Atending the Fiſheries in the North Seas, might be very 
neficial to the Undertaxers. | | 
The French who now occupy the 1riſh Coaſt have two- 
Waſted Veſſels, which they ſtrike, which makes them lye 
ug on the Water; and the Well-boats, when at an An- 
Por, or driving with a Drug: ſail, on the Bank ought ta 
 Schooners or Sloops, ſo contrived, at leaſt to have as 


N- Þ 

v, K tleWind-draft as poſſible. The Hollanders larger Well- 
d Þvats, who fiſh in 50 or 60 Fathom Water, ride ſeveral 
d Weeks at a time, having 3 Cables an end in great Seas 


d ſtormy Weather: the Bait they uſe is our Lamper Rel, 
is r which ſeveral largeWell-boats every Fall of theYear 
e rive at Greenwich, in order to receive them ſrom their 
, Horreſpoudents, who bring them from the Head of the 
Niver Severn, and down the Thames, as I am told, at ſo 
great an Expence, that the Dutch pay 6 and 75. a Hundred 
e r them. Our Engliſb Fiſhers ſeldom uſe theſe, but ra- 
e Wer the Silver Bait, to purchaſe the live Cod from the 
ollanders. Doubtleſs they find their Account in theſe 
Hels; they may be had for a Trifle delivered at Kingroad, 
ad may be of great Uſe on the Nymph-Bank, and the 
e Rult- works on the ſame River may be, at the ſame time, 
great Advantage tothe Fiſhery,and the Fiſhery recipro- 
6 ly to them; as alſo to thoſe near Liverpool, which are 
Ateemed of an excellent Quality; the Fiſh ſalted there- 
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| har WRAY "i 5 farther needful Encourage- 
ment, and Protection, would be readily granted to ſuch a 
Company or Companies of Men, or Copartners, as might 
think fit to carry on that l age their own, and the 
Benefit of many Noulands of hi ſty*s Subjects; it be- 
ingawell-received Maxim, That the Honour, Wealth and 
Safety of theſe Kingdoms, doth in a high degree depend 
on the Improvement and Encouragement of the F iſhery. 
Such is the inexhauſtible Store of Fiſh, that a = 
many Veſſels might be employed on the Bank, Coa 
1. aforeſaid: A competent Number of theſe, 6d 
the beſt Sailors, ſhould: continually ply the Markets, the | 
largeſt London, Briſtol and Dublin, the leſſer, the Markets 
roportional ; the others, or a competent number, ſnould 
be continually fiſhing with the beſt, experteſt and expe- | 
rienced Men : From theſe the Market-boats ſhould be | 
ſupplied with the choice, beſt-fed, and largeſt live Fiſh, 
wherewith to proceed with utmoſt Diligence; the leſſer 
Sort ſhould be not only employed in fiſhing on the 
Coaſt and Harbours, but bringing all Neceſſaries to the 
Fiſhing-veſſels on the Bank, and carrying the falted Fiſh | 
to the neareſt Land, in order to have the ſame dried, or 
for oe: ma fry Foreign Conſumption. This, with reſpect to 
and Cod-Fiſhery, is the very Plan whereon 
2 Fortin ers have acted, with ſuch 3 Succeſs. 
As the Men ſhould be on the Terms No Purchaſe no 
To their Diligence would be double, as would be that 
the Plyers to Market, who ſhould be paid by, theVoy- 
SE ; as Agreement ſhould be made for the Men's 
Shares, for ches Size and Quality of the Fiſh, upon a 
ftanding Contract during the Seaſon, taking and curing 
it on a Company's Account, would be a great Encou- 
ragement to them, and Benefit of the Copartnerſhip, 
who would not be under the uſual unhappy Circumſtance 
of other Fiſhermen, who often have had their F iſh pe- 
riſhed before they could obtain a Market. 
Numberleſs are the fine Harbours, from Cap e Clear 
1 1255 Eaſtwardmoſt Part of the Bank, r curing 
: the Fiſh, the principal Materford, Dungar- 
Yon 7 Hab Cork, Mel, — and many others, 


* where 


| 4 a> 4 "= oY | 
| where faithful Agents or Factors may be employed in 
preſerving, ſelling, or exporting the fame to Fore | 
Markets, according to the Direction of all concerned; g 
and the like Agents or Factors at Briſtol, Liverpool, and 
all other places convenient, would be equally neceſſary. 
- Moreover ſtch Papiſt Boys as are Educated in the 
Proteſtant charity Schools of Ireland, who having 4 
Propenſity to the Sea, might during the Fiſhing Seaſon 
be Employ'd in it; and as every one ſnould be bound 
to ſome Trade relating to the Fiſhery, for a term of 
Years, they might at Leiſure time be employ*d on Land 
in making Nets, Lines and all Sorts of Utenſils re- 
| quired, fo as when their times were out they might be 
| able to get their Bread, either on Land or Water; and 
it is eaſie to conceive that ſuch Marines would be a great 
Treaſure and Strength to theſe Kingdoms: as an En- 
couragement to ſuch Boys as behav*d well dureing their 
Apprenticeſhip, being and continuing Proteſtants, | | 
ought preferable to all to be made Maſters and Officers 
of Well-Boats, and Benefit of ſuch Places of Truſt 
on Land as might be merited by them, and that without 
favour or affection in this Caſe ( however ſmall the Wa 
might be allowed) the Company or Company's would 
never want Servants that Voluntier-like would vie with 
each other in the Service of their Country, by In- 
duſtriouſly promoting the Fiſhery. | 
I ſhall, Sir, conclude this Letter with the following 
Relation, That about the Beginning of May laſt, con- 
ceiving how much it might be for the Intereſt of theſe 
Kingdoms, that the full Extent of the Nymph-Bank 
ſhould be known, as alſo with Intent to improve the 
Fiſhery there, ſeveral Public-ſpirited and worthy Gen- 
tlemen ſubſcribed towards the Hire of a Well-boat or 
two, intended for the aforeſaid End ; and, upon my 
Application to the Right Hon. the Lords of the Ad- 
muralty, who, approving ſuch a laudable Deſign, were 
graciouſly pleaſed to recommend me to the Aſſiſtance 
and Civilities of the Commanders of His Majeſty's 
Ships, ſtationed on the South Coaſt of Jreland; the 
middle of June laſt was the time propoſed for — 
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end ne n e Men, Proviſion, and 
Mi Neceſfaries on board, in order to proceed, 

neral Embargo eommenced, and to our Loſs and 45 
appointment obſtructed the Voyage: It is to be ob- 
d, that in the Map annexed, the Nympb.- Bank is 
added as far as Cape Clear; and parallel to the Coaſt, 
1 3 + according, to ſeveral Accounts I have had from the 
Hu Fiſhermen, and others, the Eaſtern Part is the 
' Hoaleſt Water. And ſo much of it is already known, 
that, I am very well aſſured, is ſufficient. to employ. 
many hundred Veſſels : How far then the Encourage- 
ment Bf the Fiſhery on the Nymph- Bank, and the Sea- 
Coaſt adjacent, merits Attention, 18 moſt humbly Sub- 
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